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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 
Date April 4, 1975 State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 




The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, announced today that the South Australian 
petrol franchise tax will be lifted from July 1 next. 
He said this followed his discussions on State finances and the transfer 
of South Australian Railways with the Prime Minister, Mr. Whitlam and 
Federal Treasurer, Dr. Cairns. 
"South Australia obtained one of its best deals ever at these discussions' 
he said. 
The arrangements for South Australia to leave the Grants Commission and 
for the transfer of non-metropolitan railways meant the Commonwealth 
would not offset from other grants the whole amount of the deficit it 
was assuming. 
This would enable the State Government to lift - from the next 
financial year - the turnover component of the petrol franchise levy. 
This would reduce the price of petrol by about the same amount as the 
original increases, while retaining the nominal licensing system. The 
necessary legislation would be introduced at the next meeting of State 
Parliament. 
Mr. Dunstan, who is also State Treasurer, noted, however, that the 
State Government must anticipate continued escalation in wage, goods and 
services costs to it. 
In these circumstances it was necessary that the tobacco franchise 
tax would be retained. 
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